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The Effective Economic Factors on Development of
Islamic Banking in European Countries

Roxana Niknami', Assistant Professor, Department of Regional Studies, Faculty of
Law and Political Science, University of Tehran
Abstrac

Today, about 54 million Muslims live throughout Europe, However, the lack
of conformity of Western banking laws with the principles of the Shari‘a of
Islam has created a form of financial exclusion for them. Europe needs the
micro and macro capital of the Muslim community. Accordingly, in the last
three decades, we have witnessed the expansion of the Islamic banking industry
in Europe's financial markets. The first European effort in this area was the
establishment of an "Islamic Finance House" in Luxembourg and later "Islamic
Bank International of Denmark" in 1983. In this regard, some banks have
provided services based on Islamic law. It should be noted that the factors
affecting the emergence of Islamic banking in Europe are very different from
the emergence of this industry in Islamic countries and it is quite economical.
The key question is which economic factors have contributed to the expansion
of this market and how far this market has growth potential in Europe. The
hypothesis of this study is that, given the limited vulnerability of Islamic banks
to the European financial crisis and the increase in the Muslim population,
which has led to the arrival of capital to the continent of Europe, a new market
has emerged for the Islamic banking industry. This market is based on two
elements of Islamic interest free banking and risk management. This banking
system is different from the conventional banking system. Accordingly,
European countries can increase investment opportunities in their homeland
based on Muslim capital. The tools used to develop the methodology include

the legal doctrinal analysis and axiology .

KeyWords: Islamic Banking, Conventional Banking, Interest Free Banking,
Risk Management, Europe, Shari‘a

1- niknami.roxana@ut.ac.ir
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Islamic cultural diplomacy: A civilization cycle from the
past to present to the future

Maria (Mary) Papageorgiou', Political science and International Relations,
University of Minho, Portugal

Abstract

The emerging multipolar international system holds new challenges for all
the states across the globe. Power politics, economy, climate change constitute
the agenda of states in their diplomatic endeavors with fellow allies or through
multilateral co operation. Middle East is a region with rich and turbulent history
and the Islamic world needs to adjust in the new realities but also to show
elements of goodwill. West is experiencing fear for Islam and disapproval.
However there is a lot of misconceptions about Islam and the Islamic world in
the west but also a lack of cooperation among Muslim countries .

As part of the international community a new challenge is to bring West
closer to the East but also East closer to the East. A mean to achieve that for that
is through soft power Joseph S. Nye has made the renowned distinction between
the two, describing 'soft power' as: "The ability to persuade through culture,
values and ideas, as opposed to 'hard power', which conquers or coerces through
military might". And the tool for such development is through cultural
diplomacy. Islamic countries are way back in tourism preference, cultural
exchange even food tasting .

Cultural Diplomacy either formally or informally was practiced for
centuries. Explorers, traders and artists acted as cultural promoters over the
centuries facilitating a form of cultural exchange in fields such as art, sports,
literature, music, science, trade, technology and beyond. There should be
initiatives to develop innovative and creative approaches for the enhancement of
dialogue .

Keywords: Culture, cultural diplomacy, co operation, Orientalism, diplomacy

1- gbamary@hotmail.com
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SHAMADIYAH RITUAL AND THE RESURRECTION
OF ISLAMIC ESCHATOLOGY IN ACEH

M. Hasbi Amiruddin®, Professor at State Islamic University of Ar_Raniry, Banda

Aceh, Indonesia,/ director of Persian Study Center
Syamsul Bahri?, Lecturer at Sekolah Tinggi llmu Syariah (STIS) Nahdlatul Ulama
Aceh/ staff Persian Study Center

Abstract :

This research focused on the study of Majelis Ta’lim Sirul Mubtadin and its
influence on the socio_cultural and religiosity of the people of Pidie Jaya, Aceh

Province, Indonesia. The data collection technique was done through participant
observation, interview, and documentation study. The data obtained were
qualitatively analyzed while the presentation was done informally (narratively)

The results showed that the people of Pidie Jaya district were interested in
joining theMajelis because they belive that when they died, the entire member
(jamaah) of Majelis Ta’lim Sirul MubtadinAceh will pray for them
(shamadiyah). The shamadiyah ritual has played an important role as an Islamic
movement conducted by the chairman of Sirul Mubtadin. These include the
latest Islamic movement in the Islamic cultural tradition of Aswaja version.
Therefore, the number of jamaah of Sirul Mubtadin always increase .

Majelis Ta’lim Sirul Mubtadinhas influenced the rise of the Muslim group

whose life is more ukhrawi, which the researcher call it as the Islamic
Eschatology Movement. Islamic Eschatology Movement is a movement of
Muslims to find the metaphysical image (postdeath) in a profane world
conducted by the board of Majelis Ta’lim Sirul Mubtadinby inviting people to
be the permanent jamaah through the practice of shamadiyah ritual (salvation)
as an intermediary medium. The results of this study also rejected the view that
Indonesian Muslims are entering the phase of Islamic Populism .

Keywords: shamadiyah, Majelis Ta’lim Sirul Mubtadin, islamic eschatology

1-. email hasbi_amiruddin@yahoo. com
2- syamsulbahril67@ymail. com
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Cooperation and Nurturing Innovation in Science and Technology:
Case study on sustainable Technology - New cold mix asphalt for use
in road flexible pavement for heavy and lightweight traffics

Hassan Al Nageim'', Professor of Structural Engineering, Dept. of Civil

Engineering, Liverpool John Moores University[LIMU], UK
Aaraf Al- Khuzai, Professor of Structural Engineering, Dept. of Civil Engineering,
Liverpool John Moores University[LIMU], UK
Linda Seton, School of Pharmacy and Bimolecular Science, LIMU, UK.
Corresponding author
Nicola Dempeste , School of Pharmacy and Bimolecular Science, LIMU, UK.
Corresponding author

Abstract

The paper covers in part one an introduction on nurturing innovation in
sciences, technology, higher educations, industry and societies. Whereas part
two reports on a laboratory experimental test results of a research aiming at
developing a new cold bituminous emulsion mixtures (CBEM’s) containing
United Utilities fly and bottom ashes namely UFA, and UBA produced from
incinerated domestic and industrial by-products waste water sludge from around
the North West of Liverpool, UK. The results are compared with those results
of the same testing programme executed on traditional control cold mix asphalt
containing; i) Limestone filler [L. F]. Road engineers currently restrict the use
of cold mix asphalt containing conventional L. F for use in walkways and light
trafficked roads and ii) Ordinary Portland Cement OPC used in European
countries such as Germany and France as a replacement of the conventional
Limestone filer in cold mix asphalt. This mix can be both used in light and
heavy trafficked loads in the said countries and, in addition, the results are
compared with those results of the same testing programme executed on
conventional hot mix asphalt [HMA] accepted by road engineers for use in road
and highways pavement construction in the UK and EU countries. The main
objectives of the experimental works were to investigate the improvement in
mechanical, durability properties of the CBEM’s containing United Ultilities
Flay and Bottom ashes [named in this research project as CMA-UU] as full
replacement of L. F in cold mix asphalt [CMA-L. F]. The mixtures properties
reported in this paper are; indirect tensile stiffness modulus, ITSM, Creep
stiffness and Wheel Track Test. The results have shown comparative

1- professoralnageim@gmail. com
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mechanical properties of CMA-UU to HMA, mixtures already approved by
road engineers for use in roads and highways constructions. Furthermore, the
new CMA-UU developed from United Utility ashes and used as a replacement
of limestone filler in traditional CMA, achieved outstanding results compared
with traditional CMA containing Lime stone filler. Therefore, this report
introduces new four CMA-UU having outstanding properties/ characteristics in
addition to the followings; highly cost effective compared with the use of HMA,
, More environmental friendly as detailed in the main body of the report and
Has extremely less CO, emission in its manufacturing and laying process, has
no health and safety issues due to no fumes and high heat at both manufacturing
and application process.

Keywords: sand cement mortar, compressive strength, XRD analysis,
secondary cementatious materials, fast curing cold mix asphalt.
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The Power of Narratives in Conflict and Peace: The Case
of Contemporary lraq

Moritz Ehrmann, Crisis Management Initiative

Gearoid Millar, University of Aberdeen

Introduction

The recent history of Iraq has been difficult. Since the regime of Saddam
Hussein in particular, deep divisions in lIragi society have been aggravated,
culminating in the effective partition of the country into three separate and
mutually hostile entities a decade after Hussein was ousted, in 2014." These
three entities include areas controlled by the Iragi government, territories
controlled by the so-called Islamic State (IS), and the region controlled by the
government of the Kurdistan Autonomous Region. Like in many conflicts
around the world, in the Iragi case the development of antagonistic narratives
between in- and out-groups was crucial to fuelling and igniting the violence. As
will be described, over a relatively short period historical events gave rise to
three different kinds of narratives which defined the relationships between these
groups; victimhood narratives, divisive narratives, and violent narratives.
Together these narratives legitimated and promoted the violent conflict that
would ensue. With a focus, therefore, on the population of Sunni confession, the
first part of this paper will focus on how such narratives were expressed
amongst ordinary lIragi citizens during the period leading up to and during the
culmination of violence in 2014.

However, the paper will then also explore how these narratives among the
Sunni confession evolved from inflammatory expressions and justifications of
violence (and even terrorism), towards increasing self-reflection and
expressions of reconciliation. Over time, and in response to the violence which
occurred between the in- and out-groups, different forms of narrative emerged,
first more nuanced narratives, then the first hints of reconciliatory narratives,
and finally, unifying narratives. These alternative and pro-peace forms of
narrative opened the door for attempts at conflict transformation from within
and supported efforts by international actors to engage with and facilitate such
attempts to deconstruct the in-group/out-group dichotomy. The paper, therefore,

1- While Iraq doesn’t represent an ethnic and religious mosaic as complicated as
Lebanon or Syria, the country is divided into two major parts ethnically and religiously.
The Shia majority forms about 65% of the population against 32% Sunnis. Kurds who
are mostly Sunni form about 20% of the population in 2019 while the rest are Arabs.
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explores the complex interweaving of historical events and vocalized narratives
in the construction of conflicting promoting in-group vs. out-group dynamics, as
well as the central role narratives play both in breaking down such dynamics
and as an indicator of when international intervenors can have the most positive
impact on conflict transformation. Excerpts of interviews taken over the course
of one year, and mostly in Baghdad city and province, are used throughout the
paper to illustrate these trends.
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Social Developments in the Islamic World - Urbanism

and development: Use of Resources and social-cultural

implications of the use of resources in Kerman, South-
Eastern Iran”

Dr. Wulf Frauen

Abstract
The overall topic of the presentation is socio-cultural dynamics in the use of
resources in accordance with the understanding of resources of the SFB
1070, for which a social-anthropological field study is currently carried out
in the Kerman Province of Iran. Resources are defined as tangible or
intangible media used by protagonists to create, sustain or vary social
relations, units and identities. This definition abolishes the separation
between natural and cultural resources. In this understanding, also resources
that are taken from nature are affected and defined by cultural activity. In
principle it is assumed that resources do not appear isolated, but instead as
part of what we call resource complexes - a combination of objects,
individuals, knowledge and practices. Thus, the resource use includes the
exploitation and production, as well as preparation, refining, distribution and
use of socially relevant resources and resource complexes. It triggers
specific dynamics, multidimensional processes of change, which affect
certain parts of a society or society as a whole.
The presentation will give an overview over the socio-anthropological
project, which is currently carried out in Kerman Province in cooperation
with the Iranian Culture Heritage, Handicraft and Tourism Organization
(ICHHTO) and the Archaeological Survey Project in Hormuzgan. The basic
research question is which Resource Complexes and networks are used
today to promote and advance inner-regional and interregional trade.
Namely, it is today’s use and trade of stones in the region that is at the centre
of the investigation, and how this affects and shapes the social and economic
life of the region. The presentation will show the results of the first year of
the study and thereby present the drastic changes which the rural districts in
the mountains of the Kerman Province go through.
The presentation will also show in which way globalisation affects
seemingly isolated places in Iran and beyond in the Islamic World. It will
thereby demonstrate that urbanisation is a multidimensional process that can
be reversed, if specific circumstances are given.
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The generational paradigm as a key to Saudi transition
power structure

Fatiha Dazi-Héni : Irsem

sciences Po Lille

Abstract
Since King Salman came to power as the legitimate successor to his half-
brother, late King Abdullah, who died on January 22 2015, we are
witnessing an unprecedented political transition of the Saudi monarchy
power structure. The Saudi Kingdom used to be a resilient dynastical
monarchy since his founder, King Abdul Aziz Bin Abdurrahman Al Saud,
known as Ibn Saud, aimed to create it as the third Al Saud State.
Our approach assumes at first that King Salman and his favourite son, crown
prince. Mohammad Bin Salman (MBS), share the same analysis of an
ossified political structure that needs to convert into a vertical decision-
making process focused on the prince himself rather than within the royal
family as the legitimate system. It indicates also the firm belief of both
leaders that the ancient system was unable to enhance any new dynamic for
the country.
This communication aims thus first to stress how both main central figures
of the Al Saud monarchy rebuilt a renewed legitimacy in order to
consolidate the new vertical framework of the monarchy that used to be
dynastic and horizontal. Second, | shall discuss how the generational
dimension is a key factor to urge for a new political economy. Third I’ll
discuss how much the new vertical and personal approach of the Saudi
monarchy influences its regional policy orientations..
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The future of the relationship between Europe and the
Middle East

Agneés Levallois, SciencesPo and Research Fellow, Foundation for Strategic
Research (FRS)

Abstract

The relationship between Europe and the countries of the Middle East has
changed considerably since the independence of the countries and the
decades of the Cold War and the United States became the most influential
world power. There is a kind of irony of history because Europe which
played a main role in creating the modern Middle East has a lot of
difficulties to have a policy in the face of the new regional geopolitics.

In the last few years, Europe had to face internal and external crises.
Internally because of the Brexit and externally, it has failed to adopt a
comprehensive dealing with the post-Arab uprisings regional turmoil
including migratory flows, terrorist threats and civil wars from Syria to
Yemen.

The European Union aims to have a foreign policy in the region but it’s
difficult because of different position from all member states. It is
particularly the case on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict after the will of some
European member states to follow the American position on Jerusalem.
There is another challenge for the EU which is the situation in Syria. All
member states agree on emergency responses, but the question is how to
connect humanitarian support with long term political goals. How can EU
help Syrian people without helping Assad’s regime?

The situation is different vis a vis the Arabian Peninsula: the European
Union focuses on economic and security fields and the EU has initiated, for
example, two regional forums: the EU-GCC dialogue on economic
diversification and the EU-GCC Clean Energy Technology Network.

But the EU faces a challenge which is to pursue balanced engagement in the
Arab Peninsula countries and Iran. After the US withdrawal from the 2015
nuclear deal with Iran the EU made its best to preserve the agreement
because it considers that is important for the collective security.

The EU does support the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action of 2015,
because it constitutes a diplomatic framework that includes multiple
provisions to closely monitor Iran’s compliance and because it is ultimately
beneficial for regional stability. The deal is also important to prevent a
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competition in the region and to prevent a major security crisis in the Middle
East.

European states continue to struggle with the balancing act of working
together to augment and reinforce their geopolitical strength while
maintaining their own national and regional interests; it’s clearly the case
after the decision of countries like Germany, Finland, Norway and Spain to
block arms sales to Saudi Arabia because of the war in Yemen but France
and Great Britain have no intention to take similar measures.

European Parliament election in May will probably change the face of
Europe and by the way the future of the relationship with the Middle East.
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The Future of Science in the Islamic World in the
Horizon of 2035

Ahmad Farouk *

Abstract

Muslim intellectuals have been asking this question since the middle of the
19™ Century on why the Islamic science and philosophy that once had
enlightened Europe could have declined. Some argued that this was mainly
due to the incursions of the Mongol on Muslim lands but some pointed to a
more recent phenomenon as colonization to be the main culprit. But there
have been arguments that this decline and technological backwardness was
due to the failure of Muslims to embrace the rationalist thinking of Ibn
Rushd but instead succumbed to the mystical way of life and doctrine of pre-
destination and fatalism of al-Ghazali. And if we intend to anticipate a bright
future of science and technology in the Islamic World, then we must first
address this issue of stagnation of Muslim civilization especially in the
realms of science and technology. This paper will look at the empirical
evidence to evaluate the decline in the scientific output and suggest a
plausible solution to end this stagnation. Could rejuvenation of “Islamic
rationalism” in the same sense and principles of the Mu’tazilite thinking that
postulates the harmonious relationship between reason and revelation which
is guaranteed by the allegorical interpretation of the Qur’an become the
antidote for this intellectual sclerosis and propel the philosophy and
advancement of Islamic science and technology in the new horizon? This is
perhaps, the most crucial issue that needs to be resolved especially among
the Muslims in the Sunni world before we could advance in the future.

1 - Dato’ Dr Ahmad Farouk Musa is a Founder and Director at the Islamic Renaissance
Front (IRF), Kuala Lumpur, a think-tank advocating reform and renewal and the
empowerment of the intellect. This paper is to be presented at the International
Conference on The Future of the Islamic World in the Horizon of 2035 at the University
of Tehran, Tehran, Iran on the 28-29 April, 2019



™ (‘}) \¥\ Y és\ BL) fM“‘" g)lP aA;iT d.".il».h o Y\a a..\:i?

The Future of the Turkish Iranian Relations: Economic
Integration for Regional Order

Hakki Uygur

Turkey and Iran as the main and major powers in the region have long
history of relations. During the last hundred years challenges and threats of
the both countries have been almost identical. Post imperial and non-Arab
Muslim countries with multi ethnic groups, under the Soviet threat during
the cold war are facing the same challenges recently too. While some third
sides emphasizing the differences and disputed facts such as sectarian
disagreements or regional competition between the two, regional
developments show that while Tehran and Ankara share common position, it
is very difficult to impose any kind of policy from outside, as Qatari
blockade and Iraqi Kurdistan referendum indicated very clearly.

Having said that, realistically, the structure of the countries and international
political system make hard to establish a strategic partnership between the
two in political and security levels. However, in economic area since Turkey
needs large energy resources to consume inside the country and can offer
Iran large economic and trade partnership which have lots of benefits for
both sides. Free trade agreement, for example, could lead to establish a new
regional order in middle term, considering Turkey and Iran frequently are
being compared with Germany and France in European Union. This kind of
collaboration could pave way to larger regional free trade area soon.
Without no doubt such kind of cooperation would ease tensions in the region
and help to solve the problems much easier than by political or military
tools.
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After its current setback, any role for Political Islam in
charting the future of the Arab World?

Mohammad Affan

Research Fellow at Al Sharq Forum

Shortly after the military coup in Egypt in 2013 and resignation of the
Ennahda’s troika government in 2014, many scholars hastily started to talk
about the end of Political Islam phenomenon. Suffering from bloody
crackdowns and witch-hunting campaigns in many Arab countries,
significant erosion in its popular support, and organizational fragmentations
and divisions, Political Islam in the Arab World seems to enter into a phase
of decay.

On the contrary, other scholars still believe in the “Islamist phoenix™ that
can always rise up again. They based their argument on some historical
precedents, as well as a few indicators driven from recent polls results.

My contribution will be an attempt to evaluate the possibility and the nature
of the future role of Political Islam based on a middle ground between the
two opposing views. Definitely, Political Islam in the Arab World is passing
by a very critical situation and is facing life-threatening challenges.
However, it still retains some of its potentials that may enable it to become a
major regional socio-political actor again. These potentials, though, will not
be transformed into political gains spontaneously. Many organizational and
contextual prerequisites need to be fulfilled first; otherwise, the Political
Islam wilderness period can last indefinitely.
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Risk Assessment of Geo — Hazards and Post — Earthquake
Fire in Tehran

Mehdi Zare, professor of Engineering Seismology, International Institute of Earthquake

Engineering and Seismology (IIEES), Tehran, Iran. mzare@iiees.ac.ir
Abstract

Tehran is one of the most hazardous metropolises of the world in terms of
the risk of different natural disasters (e.g. earthquake, flood, subsidence,
drought, landslide, fire following earthquake, etc.). On the other hand,
Tehran has over 8,700,000 populations with a mixture of old non _ resistant
structures as well as modern high _ rise buildings which affect the
vulnerability of this city. Risk of natural hazards is usually defined as below:
Risk = Hazard * Vulnerability * Exposure

in which Hazard represents the probabilities and intensities of a disaster.
Vulnerability can be considered in terms of technical, physical,
organizational, psycho - social or economic vulnerabilities and the Exposure
is the number or the amount of a target which is considered as elements at
risk such as the population of a city.

In this study, for the city of Tehran, the hazard assessment of earthquake,
flood, landslide and subsidence are performed to derive an overall multi -

hazard map. Then, by combining the overall multi _ hazard map with the
distribution of non _ resistant structures as the vulnerability factor and the
population density as the exposure term, a risk map of the multi _ hazards is
prepared. The risk map of the multi _ hazards in Tehran indicates that the

central and southern regions of the city are located at a higher risk zone than
other regions, so that the central and southern regions need a closer attention
in disaster risk reduction plans.

In addition, during the recent years, several researchers have attempted to
model and assess the post - earthquake fire in urban areas (e.g. the studies by

Cousins et al. 2002; Scawthorn 2012 and Li et al. 2014). The recent serious
fire incidents in single tall buildings in 2017 such as the fire in the Plasco
Building in Tehran and the Grenfell Tower in London , draws our attention
to the fact that how resilient will urban areas be in case of an extensive post -
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earthquake conflagration? Therefore, modeling of the risk of earthquakes
and their subsequent fires should be regarded as an important issue in
disaster risk reduction strategies in urban areas, especially in the
metropolises and large developing cities like Tehran.

In this paper, we have attempted to model the risk of probable post -

earthquake fire in Tehran. At first, the earthquake hazard map was prepared
by preparation and combination of two maps: a PGA map with 475 years
return period for surface deposits using the probabilistic seismic hazard
analysis and fault rupture hazard map. Then, a human exposure map was
provided in terms of population density according to the latest census of Iran
(Statistical Center of Iran, 2017). In the next step, the raster maps of several
vulnerability factors were depicted with the pixel sizes of 50*50 meter in the
ArcGIS software, and by aggregating these maps, an overall vulnerability
map was prepared. Finally, by multiplying the hazard map with the
vulnerability and the exposure maps, the risk map of the post _ earthquake

fire was prepared for Tehran which indicates that the central and southern
regions of this city are located at a higher risk zone.



